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Background 

In the final year before the 2020 deadline for 10% of the ocean to be protected, (Convention on Biological 

Diversity Aichi target 11 and the United Nations Sustainable Goal 14), European seas remain in a poor state 

and significantly lack appropriate biodiversity protection.  

The Baltic Sea region has a key role to play in efforts to avoid dangerous levels of biodiversity loss. Marine 

Protected Areas (MPAs) with comprehensive management plans are crucial to address the stressors which 

impact biodiversity. Such areas should form a network that protects a range of habitats for biodiversity and 

zones of high economic value that span from the coast to deep offshore areas. This is the message of 

WWF’s report on Europe’s challenges to meet the global 2020 deadlines for protecting our oceans under 

the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

Unfortunately, the reality is that the majority of MPAs across European waters currently lack a 

management plan. In the Baltic Sea, the situation is the same. Only 7% of the total 16% marine area 

designated as MPAs have a management plan in place. On paper, Baltic countries meet the requirements 

outlined in Aichi Target 11 of conserving at least 10% of coastal and marine areas. In reality, these MPAs do 

not effectively protect biodiversity because so few of them have robust, long-term management plans. 

 

It is equally important to set aside MPAs as it is to consider their location and connectivity. Examining MPAs 

in the Baltic Sea found that they were too far apart to successfully connect habitats and species. The low 

representation of different habitats and connection to each other means that these areas are failing to 

function together as a network. Meaning, they are not fulfilling their purpose of comprehensive 

biodiversity protection. 

WWF implores the Baltic nations to urgently and rapidly implement concrete efforts to increase 

biodiversity protection in Baltic and neighbouring seas. MPAs must be regarded as an investment in marine 

conservation and an essential down payment for the future to ensure resilience in the face of both climate 

change and overexploitation of marine resources in the remainder of the Baltic Sea. 

WWF urges the Baltic countries and coastal countries across Europe to urgently improve biodiversity 

protection in all seas and ensure effective management of all Marine Protected Areas through the 

following:  

• Ensure that the main priority of all MPAs is conservation of biodiversity, not economic opportunity.  

• Establish, enforce and implement effective management and monitoring in existing MPAs.  

• Secure appropriate resources, investment and legislation for MPAs, and use participatory processes 

to include all relevant stakeholders in the development of functional management plans.  

https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/rationale/target-11/
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• Commit to the goal of reaching at least 30% effectively managed MPAs by 2030. 

• Increase transparency of the EU marine area’s protection by ensuring timely and accurate reporting 

to all relevant MPA authorities and databases. 

• Ensure that the national and regional MPA networks are designed to provide protection across the 

whole network by supporting habitat connectivity, representativity and replication between MPAs.  

• Include the benefits of MPAs beyond nature protection as the basis of the ecosystem-based 

approach in Marine Spatial Plans (MSP) to support securing a Sustainable Blue Economy by 2021.  

• Provide greater scrutiny over fisheries management measures within Natura 2000 sites submitted 

by EU Member States to ensure that conservation objectives are achieved in line with Article 11 of 

the Common Fisheries Policy. 

Link to reports: 

WWF Protecting Our Oceans: Full report 
WWF Protecting Our Oceans: Summary 
Main policy recommendations  

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the report and acknowledge that it is imperative to ensure robust 
and effective protection in MPAs to meet the needs to uphold and restore marine biodiversity of habitats 
and marine species as a concrete action under the current and future BSAP. 

https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/protecting_our_ocean_singles.pdf
https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/protecting_our_ocean_summary.pdf
https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/protecting_our_ocean_policy_recommendations.pdf

